BERLIN   ON  JULY   31ST
w6u Ui^m1atum> but not to discuss its "justification." Why did he do this now, after refusing for five days? Because now he was7 certain that Russia and Germany were definitely enemies; and now this minor Metternich could present Austria as peaceably inclined. The next days bring the proof.
*                 »
In Berlin a "state of danger of war" is proclaimed at the same time (July 3ist); an invention of the General Staffs, enabling them to mobilise before mobilisation in case of -war. The military applaud Vienna's firm attitude. Berchtold's latest step in Petersburg is, indeed, known; and as it was Austria and not Germany which had a quarrel -with Russia, this should automatically have stopped the Germans too. But the Generals had the whip hand.
An hour later the British Ambassador made a last attempt at persuading Jagow to accept Grey's latest proposals.
Jagow : *' We hai>e sent Russia an Ultimatum with a grace of twelve hours."
Goschen: "Whyy then> do you ask Russia to demobilise in the south, also?"
Jagow : "To prevent her from alleging the pretext that her 'whole mobilisation was directed against Austria alone.
The feeling in the Foreign Office in Berlin is described in a report from Count Lerchenfeld, which is summarised here: **The Anglo-German proposals could quite well have teen accepted in Vienna. . . . Months ago Moltke made the statement that, from a military point of view, times were more favourable than they were likely to be for an extremely long period to come. The reasons that he adduced were:
1.   Superiority of the German artillery. France and Russia
possess no howitzers.
2.   Superiority of the German infantry rifle.
3.   Wholly insufficient training of the French cavalry.
149his hated, lying, conscienceless nation of shop-keepers; for if we are bled to ^deathy England shall at least lose India.—PF."
